
United States Patent and Trademark Office 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1450 

WWW.URptO.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/631,176 



07/30/2003 



7590 



02/25/2004 



Jean Kyle 

Saliwanchik, Lloyd & Saliwanchik, P.C 

P.O. Box 2274 

Hamilton, MT 59840-4274 



Jerry Bromenshenk 



UMT-103XC1 



1445 



EXAMINER 



SWIATEK, ROBERT P 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3643 

DATE MAILED: 02/25/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/631,176 


Applicant(s) 
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3643 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 July 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 1-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) ±£3 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 30 July 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)M objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) EH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
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4) 0 Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) [H Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20040213 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/63 1,176 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3643 



DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S. C 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicants regard as 
the invention. In each of claims 1, 5, 8, 12-14, 16-23, the expression "feeding/conditioning 
means" is unclear, does not properly limit the scope of the invention, and is considered to be 
alternative in nature; in claim 1, line 7, "the bulk feeders" lacks a prior antecedent basis (note 
also claim 3, line 1); in claim 3, line 3 (note subsequent occurrences in the claim), "said bulk 
feeding means" lacks a prior antecedent basis, in line 6, "the marking" lacks a prior antecedent. 

Claims 13, 14, 21, 22 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 13, 
line 2, and claim 21, line 2, "and" should be changed to -an-. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the programmable timer, overflow 
feedback unit, and pump of claims 15, 23 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 1, line 7, 
"priority to" should be changed to -the benefits of-; on page 5, line 22, "station" should be 
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changed to -stations-; on page 6, line 28, "26fits" should be changed to -26 fits- in line 29, -a- 
should be inserted after "provide." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because in line 2, "is described" should be 
deleted; it should avoid use of the term "means " Correction is required. See MPEP 
§ 608.01(b). 

The drawings are objected to because reference numeral "32" (page 7, line 14) does not 
appear. A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Claims 1-23 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

The patents to Durben (US 2,492,468), Beuthling (US 4,322,862), Tart (US D326,742), 
Earl (US 5,277,647), Harwich (US 5,377,617), Pearson-Falcon (US 5,647,299), and Page Jr. et 
al. (US 6,595,828 B2) have been cited to provide examples of feeding devices as well as systems 
employing bees for increased honey production and pollen foraging activity. 
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